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This last ridiculous egotism made me laugh so
heartily that I disturbd the poor books & they
talk'd no more.

35.   WEST TO GEAY.

I write to make you write, for I have not much
to tell you. I have recovered no spirits as yet, but,
as I am not displeased with my company, I sit purring
by the fire-side in my arm-chair, with no small
satisfaction. I read too sometimes, and have begun
Tacitus, but have not yet read enough to judge of
him; only his Pannonian sedition in the first book of
his annals, which is just as far as I have got, seemed
to me a little tedious. I have no more to say, but
to desire you will write letters of a handsome length,
and always answer me within a reasonable space of
time, which I leave to your discretion.

Popes1, March 28, 1742.

P.S.    The new Dunciad I2 qu'en pensez vous ?

To West's of March 28 Gray replies: "I trust to the
country, and that easy indolence you say you enjoy there,
to restore you your health and spirits; and doubt not
but, when the sun grows warm enough to tempt you from
your fire-side, you will (like all other things) be the better
for his influence. He is my old friend, and an excellent
nurse I assure you." Then follows an excellent criticism

1 David Mitchell's ES<I., at Popes near Hatfield, Hertford-
shire.

>J This is the 4th Book of the Dunciad published in 1742.him.
